THE STRANGE STORY OF THE BABYLONIAN EXILE
(AND JERUSALEM!)

1. By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept
when we remembered Zion.
2 There on the poplars
we hung our harps,
3 for there our captors asked us for songs,
our tormentors demanded songs of joy;
they said, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!”
4 How can we sing the songs of the Lords
while in a foreign land?
5 If I forget you, Jerusalem,
may my right hand forget its skill.
6 May my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth
if I do not remember you,
if I do not consider Jerusalem
my highest joy.
Psalm 137
2. The center of the city [of Babylon] which is full of three or four story buildings is
crossed by completely straight roads – not only those that run parallel to the river but
also the cross streets which lead down to the water side. Altogether there are in Babylon
53 temples of the chief gods, 55 chapels of Marduk, 300 chapels for the earthly deities,
600 for the heavenly deities, 180 altars for the goddess Ishtar, 180 altars for the gods
Nargal and Adad and 12 other altars for different gods.
Herodotus: Greek historian. 5th century B.C.E.

3. The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and
set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among
them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry.
3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?”
I said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.”
4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the
word of the Lord! 5 This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make

breath enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and make flesh
come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to
life. Then you will know that I am the Lord.’”
7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a
rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and
flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them.
9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This
is what the Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into
these slain, that they may live.’” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath
entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army.
11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our
bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say
to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: My people, I am going to open your
graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then
you, my people, will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and bring you up
from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your
own land. Then you will know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares
the Lord.’”
Ezekiel 37: 1-14

4. Then the man brought me to the gate facing east, 2 and I saw the glory of the God of
Israel coming from the east. His voice was like the roar of rushing waters, and the land
was radiant with his glory. 3 The vision I saw was like the vision I had seen when he]
came to destroy the city and like the visions I had seen by the Kebar River, and I fell
facedown. 4 The glory of the Lord entered the temple through the gate facing east.
5 Then the Spirit lifted me up and brought me into the inner court, and the glory of the
Lord filled the temple.
6 While the man was standing beside me, I heard someone speaking to me from inside
the temple. 7 He said: “Son of man, this is the place of my throne and the place for the
soles of my feet. This is where I will live among the Israelites forever. The people of

Israel will never again defile my holy name—neither they nor their kings—by their
prostitution and the funeral offerings for their kings at their death 8 When they placed
their threshold next to my threshold and their doorposts beside my doorposts, with only a
wall between me and them, they defiled my holy name by their detestable practices. So I
destroyed them in my anger. 9 Now let them put away from me their prostitution and the
funeral offerings for their kings, and I will live among them forever.
10 “Son of man, describe the temple to the people of Israel, that they may be ashamed of
their sins. Let them consider its perfection, 11 and if they are ashamed of all they have
done, make known to them the design of the temple—its arrangement, its exits and
entrances—its whole design and all its regulations and laws. Write these down before
them so that they may be faithful to its design and follow all its regulations.
12 “This is the law of the temple: All the surrounding area on top of the mountain will be
most holy. Such is the law of the temple.
Ezekiel 43: 1-12
“This is what the Lord says to his anointed, ()למשיחו
to Cyrus, whose right hand I take hold of
to subdue nations before him
and to strip kings of their armor,
to open doors before him
so that gates will not be shut:
2 I will go before you
and will level the mountains;
I will break down gates of bronze
and cut through bars of iron.
3 I will give you hidden treasures,
riches stored in secret places,
so that you may know that I am the Lord,
the God of Israel, who summons you by name.
4 For the sake of Jacob my servant,
of Israel my chosen,
I summon you by name
and bestow on you a title of honor,
5.

though you do not acknowledge me.
5 I am the Lord, and there is no other;
apart from me there is no God.
I will strengthen you,
though you have not acknowledged me,
Isaiah 45: 1-5
6.
This is what God the Lord says—
the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out,
who spreads out the earth with all that springs from it,
who gives breath to its people,
and life to those who walk on it:
6 “I, the Lord, have called you in righteousness;
I will take hold of your hand.
I will keep you and will make you
to be a covenant for the people
and a light for the Gentiles,
7 to open eyes that are blind,
to free captives from prison
and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.
Isaiah 42: 5-7
7.
In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the Lord
spoken by Jeremiah, the Lord moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make a
proclamation throughout his realm and also to put it in writing:
2 “This is what Cyrus king of Persia says:
“‘The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and he has
appointed me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. 3 Any of his people
among you may go up to Jerusalem in Judah and build the temple of the Lord, the God
of Israel, the God who is in Jerusalem, and may their God be with them. 4 And in any
locality where survivors may now be living, the people are to provide them with silver
and gold, with goods and livestock, and with freewill offerings for the temple of God in
Jerusalem.’”

5 Then the family heads of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and Levites—everyone
whose heart God had moved—prepared to go up and build the house of the Lord in
Jerusalem. 6 All their neighbors assisted them with articles of silver and gold, with goods
and livestock, and with valuable gifts, in addition to all the freewill offerings.
7 Moreover, King Cyrus brought out the articles belonging to the temple of the Lord,
which Nebuchadnezzar had carried away from Jerusalem and had placed in the temple of
his god. 8 Cyrus king of Persia had them brought by Mithredath the treasurer, who
counted them out to Sheshbazzar the prince of Judah.
9 This was the inventory:
gold dishes-30
silver dishes-1,000
silver pans-29
10 gold bowls-30
matching silver bowls-410
other articles-1,000
11 In all, there were 5,400 articles of gold and of silver. Sheshbazzar brought all these
along with the exiles when they came up from Babylon to Jerusalem.
Ezra 1: 1-11

8. I am Cyrus, king of the universe, the great king, the powerful king, king of Babylon,
king of Sumer and Akkad, king of the four quarters of the world, son of Cambyses, the
great king,, king of the city of Anshan, grandson of Cyrus, the great king, ki[ng of the
ci]ty of Anshan, descendant of Teispes, the great king, king of Anshan, the perpetual seed
of kingship, whose reign Bel and Nabu love, and with whose kingship, to their joy, they
concern themselves… I returned to (these) sacred cities on the other side of the Tigris,
the sanctuaries of which have been ruins for a long time, the images which (used) to live
therein and established for them permanent sanctuaries. I (also) gathered all their
(former) inhabitants and returned (to them) their habitations.

